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This course catalog is designed for current and prospective students and their families
to see the courses offered at the Roberto Clemente Charter School and to gain an
understanding of credit requirements for graduation.

Below is an outline of course information that can be used to understand Roberto
Clemente Charter School’s course catalog.

Course Name* Grade 1.0 Credits
Prerequisite:
Course Description

How to Read Course Catalog :

Information Explanation

Course Name This indicates the name of the course.
DE = Dual Enrollment,  AP = Advanced Placement

Grade This section indicates what grades levels can take this course.
Courses may only be available for a grade level or for the entire high
school.

Credits Number of credits the class is worth. Students begin receiving
credits for courses in high school and must pass the course to
receive the credits.

Prerequisite This provides a list of classes that have to be completed
successfully in order to enroll in the given course.

Course
Description

A short overview of the course.

*Dual Enrollment (DE)
Courses that are labeled DE provide students with an opportunity to take a college-level course
while still enrolled in high school. RCCS has partnered with local community colleges and
universities to allow students to gain high school and college credits simultaneously. At no cost
to students, they can gain the experience of the expectations and demands of a college course
while narrowing down their possible career interests. Dual Enrollment courses are weighted by
0.3 with a grade of “C” or better.

*Advanced Placement (AP)
The Advanced Placement program is administered by the College Board and offers students
college-level courses that are taught by our teaching staff. These specially trained staff
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members have obtained certification to teach these particular courses with increased academic
rigor. Students benefit from real college conditioning while in the environment of their high
school classrooms. Advanced Placement courses are weighted by 0.3 and students will be
required to take the accompanying AP Exam at the conclusion of their course.

*Honors
An Honors course is a more academically challenging course with more rigor. This includes
more challenging assignments, coursework, and learning opportunities than the standard
college-prep course. Often, these courses have prerequisite grades and courses. Honors
courses are weighted by .2.

Graduation Requirements
Credit Requirements

Subject Area Number of Credits

English 4.0

Mathematics 4.0

Science 3.0

Social Studies 3.0

Arts & Humanities (A&H) 2.0

Physical Education 1.5

Health 0.5

Community Service 0.5

Graduation Project 0.5

Spanish 2.0

Electives 3.0

Total 24.0

Student Grading
How students are evaluated in each class depends upon a number of factors determined by the
course, the curriculum, and teacher requirements.
Grades will be posted as follows:
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Grade point average scale

A 90+
B 80-89
C 70-79
D 60-69
F 59 and below
P Pass *
F Fail *
I Incomplete *

*Is for credit only and does not affect GPA
● Incomplete- will be granted only with administrative approval for medical absences or

personal emergencies.  All work must be completed within the designated
time.

● Students that receive a “D” on any particular marking period, must participate in a
mandatory tutoring program

Students will be graded using a number of assessment tools as developed by each classroom
teacher.

Report cards are issued quarterly. Progress reports will be sent between report periods.  A
student who fails English, mathematics, social studies, or science will be required to attend the
extended school day tutoring program and/or the summer program.  Each case will be
evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  Failure to attend and pass summer school courses will
delay the student’s graduation.

A grade is the result of the teacher’s professional evaluation of the student’s performance
including attendance and employability skills.  Each grade reflects all the facets of the learning
process and becomes a positive force in the student’s motivation. It is arrived at through
continuous individualized evaluation, using stated educational objectives.

Employability skills are defined as the following:
● punctuality
● active participation
● quality of work
● homework
● overall attitude

Students receiving a D or an F may be required to attend summer school.
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MATHEMATICS COURSES
Core Classes
6th Grade Math

6th Grade
Prerequisite: 5th Grade
For 6th grade mathematics, students should be able to accurately compute and solve
problems using the four arithmetic operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division) with whole numbers, positive fractions and decimals, and positive and negative
integers. With this, they should be able to then apply that mathematical knowledge to
areas of statistics, probability, ratios, percents, proportions, measurement, geometry, and
algebra.

7th Grade Math
7th Grade

Prerequisite: 6th Grade Math
This course sets a strong foundation in working with decimals, fractions, and negative
numbers. It introduces algebraic concepts with variables, such as simplifying expressions
and solving algebraic equations. Students will continue to build upon geometric
concepts, analyze various forms of data, and calculate statistical outcomes. Through
hands-on practice, reflective meaning-making, and intentional lesson design, students
will be well-equipped to enter into the 8th grade math class with the appropriate skills
and knowledge to succeed.

Pre-Algebra
8th Grade

Prerequisite: 7th Grade Math
By the end of 8th grade students will be familiar with rational number properties,
polynomials, and simplifying multi-step expressions. Students will learn to write, solve, and
graph linear and quadratic equations as well as be able to solve systems of equations
and inequalities. Additionally, students will model real-world applications of mathematics,
including statistics and compound geometric figures.

Algebra 1
9th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra
This course studies multiple representations of linear functions. It includes mathematical
concepts for working with rational numbers, various expressions, analyzing and solving
linear equations and inequalities, data analysis, probability, statistics, and polynomials.
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Students will become familiar with using graphing calculators to solve problems and
represent linear equations.

Honors Algebra 1
9th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra with a “B” or better, or teacher recommendation
This course studies multiple representations of linear functions. It includes mathematical
concepts for working with rational numbers, various expressions, analyzing and solving
linear equations and inequalities, data analysis, probability, statistics, and polynomials.
Students will become familiar with using graphing calculators to solve problems and
represent linear equations.This course will have more rigor, a quicker pace, and critical
thinking that challenges students to apply algebraic concepts to real-world situations.

Geometry
10th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Algebra 1
This course will take concepts that students have learned in Algebra 1 and apply them to
geometric topics. This course will include such topics as lines, triangles, two- and
three-dimensional shapes, and transformations.

Honors Geometry
10th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 with a “B” or better, or teacher recommendation
This course will take concepts that students have learned in their Algebra 1 and apply
them to geometric topics. This course will include such topics as lines, triangles, two- and
three-dimensional shapes, and transformations. This course will have an increased
difficulty in problem solving. Students will apply their understanding of similarity to defining
ratios and radian measures. Algebraic connections are made as students use coordinate
algebra to verify properties of figures in the coordinate plane and write equations of
parabolas and circles.

Algebra 2
11th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry
This course will take concepts that students have learned in both Algebra 1 and
Geometry and build more advanced algebraic skills. This course will include such topics
as quadratic graphs, equations, inequalities, systems of equations, and matrix algebra.
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Honors Algebra 2
11th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and Geometry with a “B” or better in both courses, or teacher
recommendation
This course will take concepts that students have learned in both Algebra 1 and
Geometry and build more advanced algebraic skills. This course will include such topics
as quadratic graphs, equations, inequalities, systems of equations, and matrix algebra.
Students work closely with the expressions that define the functions, and continue to
expand and hone their abilities to model situations and to solve equations, including
solving quadratic equations over the set of complex numbers and solving exponential
equations using the properties of logarithms.

Advanced Placement Statistics
11th-12th Grade                                  1.0 Credit

Prerequisites: Algebra 2 with a “B” or better, or teacher recommendation
The AP Statistics course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. There are four themes
evident in the content, skills, and assessment in the AP Statistics course: exploring data,
sampling and experimentation, probability and simulation, and statistical inference.
Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as they build
conceptual understanding. The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester,
introductory, non-calculus-based college course in statistics.

Trigonometry
12th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Algebra 2
This course will address exponential and logarithmic functions, trigonometric functions
and their inverses, analytic trigonometry, and additional topics in trigonometry such as
polar coordinates, vectors, and conic sections.

Honors Trigonometry
12th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Algebra 2 with a “B” or better, or teacher recommendation
This course will address exponential and logarithmic functions, trigonometric functions
and their inverses, analytic trigonometry, and additional topics in trigonometry such as
polar coordinates, vectors, and conic sections. Additional emphasis will be placed on
real-world applications and proofs using trigonometric identities.

Pre-Calculus
12th Grade 1.0 Credit
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Prerequisite: Algebra 2
This course will develop students' mathematical knowledge from previous courses with an
eye towards preparing them to take the calculus series in their future academic
endeavors. Topics covered will include relations and functions, solving all polynomial
equations, binomial expansion, rational functions, matrices and linear algebra, and limits.

Financial Literacy
7th-8th, 11th-12th Grade              1.0 Credit-HS only

Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to introduce students to basic financial literacy skills to help them
make responsible financial decisions. Concepts covered include financial planning, bank
accounts, credit and loans, wages and taxes, investments, and insurance.

ENGLISH COURSES
Core Classes
English 6

6th Grade
Prerequisite: None
This course will target students' growth in the areas of reading, writing, listening, speaking,
discussion, reflection, and viewing. Reading strategies, critical thinking skills, and
vocabulary building comprise the main elements of reading instructions. Through fiction,
non-fiction, and poetry reading, students will practice reading strategies and
comprehension skills. The focus of writing will be on narrative, informational, and
persuasive.

English 7
7th Grade

Prerequisite: English 6
This course develops and enhances the core communication skills of reading, writing,
speaking, and listening with special emphasis on critical reading and thinking, the writing
process, and project-based learning. Students will analyze literary works from the
following genres: short story, drama, poetry, and non-fiction. Additional covered skills
included study skills, grammar, and the research process.

English 8
8th Grade
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Prerequisite: English 7
This course develops vocabulary while enhancing the students' reading and writing
abilities. Students will have a strong focus on themes and analyzing how conflicts both in
real life and in literature help develop these themes. Students also analyze nonfiction and
implement these nonfiction readings into their writing as research while learning MLA style.
During each unit, students will analyze several short readings and complete projects to
assist them in finding their writing skills while using RACES.

English 9
9th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: None

Identity and Coming of Age.  This course combines vocabulary development with
extensive reading and writing. Students read for common themes that permeate
literature from Early Greece and Rome to contemporary literature, with a focus on the
concepts of “coming of age” and budding individual identity. During each unit, students
will read several short works as well as practice the writing process in activities designed
to assist them in finding their own informal and academic writing voice.

English 10
10th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: English 9
Building Social/Cultural Bridges.  This course combines vocabulary development with
extensive reading and writing. Students read for common themes that permeate
literature from Early Greece and Rome to contemporary literature with a focus on
symbolism, justice, and distinct aspects of the cultures represented in literature. During this
course, students will read 1-2 novels and several short works for each unit, as well as
practice the writing process in activities designed to assist them in finding their own
informal and academic writing voice.

English 11
11th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: English 10
The 11th Grade American Literature and Composition course is designed to equip
students with the knowledge and skills to read and comprehend complex texts. The
course will focus on the history and genres of the United States. Students will be expected
to engage with the texts through discussion, writing, and projects. In addition to reading
and writing, vocabulary, grammar and mechanics will also be covered.
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English 12
12th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: English 11
The 12th Grade British Literature and Composition course is designed to equip students
with the knowledge and skills to read and comprehend complex texts. The course will
focus on the history and genres of the literature primarily of the British Isles, as well as other
world literature. Students will be expected to engage with the texts through discussion,
writing, and projects. In addition to reading and writing, vocabulary, grammar and
mechanics will also be covered.

Pre-AP English Literature and Composition
Prerequisite: English 10                                  Grades 11-12                                     1.0 Credit

This course offers rigorous academic preparation through the analysis of both full-length
and short texts in different genres. Students will build on their critical reading and writing
skills from previous classes while working on higher-order assignments. At the end of this
course, students should feel prepared to go on to AP-level classes.

AP English Grades 11-12 1.0 Credit
Prerequisite: Pre-AP English Literature and Composition
While preparing students to take the AP Literature and Composition test, this course offers
rigorous academic preparation. Through the analysis of both full-length and short texts in
different genres, students will hone their higher-level thinking as well as critical reading
and writing skills. This fast-paced course will not only prepare students for the AP test, but
also higher education.

Elective Courses
Blogging and Podcasting

Grades 7-8
In this course students will be learning the etiquette of modern storytelling and
journalism. Students will analyze blogs and podcasts to determine how factual or
fictional the media is as presented. Students will also be asked to create their own
podcast and blog being both creative and informative.
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Creative Writing
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None.  Open to all students in grades 9-12
This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop their creative
expression and writing skills. Students will be reading and discussing different genres of
fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction. Following the exploration of different genres,
students will write their own pieces of similar style. Students must be open to the idea of
embracing their own creativity and writing in various forms.

Advanced Poetry Workshop
Grades 10-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: Creative Writing
In this course, students will build on the poetic devices introduced in Creative Writing.
Students will continue to analyze the works of published poets and expand the use of
writing techniques in their own poetry. Established poets will also visit the class to answer
questions and provide prompts. In teacher-led workshops, students will give as well as
take constructive criticism. The final product in this course will be a chapbook of revised
original poetry.

Journalism
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
This course will focus on the evolution of journalism and the various forms it takes. Topics
explored in this course will include (but not be limited to) ethics, free speech, literary
criticism/book reviews, current events, politics, news, various media, etc. Students in this
course will be expected to write daily, and their works will be held in a high regard as a
result of journalistic integrity.

Multimedia Writing
Grades 9-12                                   1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
This course will teach students to express themselves in online media such as blogging,
forums, podcasting, and video scripts. Media and online communication is changing
rapidly in our modern era and being able to use these tools effectively will give the
student an edge in their education and future employment. Students will explore how to
communicate, create, and interact in a positive and productive way online.
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SCIENCE COURSES
Core Classes
Earth Science 6th Grade
Prerequisite: None
This is a required course for all 6th grade students. The course explores the layers of the
Earth, formation of rock, minerals, identifying types of rocks, rock cycle, landform
formations, tectonic plates, events that change the Earth’s Crust, earthquakes,
volcanoes, weather, and climate among other topics.

Life Science 7th Grade
Prerequisite: None
This is a required course for all 7th grade students.  The course explores the science of
living organisms and their environments. Students will learn topics including but not limited
to populations, population growth, basic ecology, biotic and abiotic factors,
environments, adaptations, the cell theory, cell parts and function, cell division, heredity,
Mendel’s experiments, basic genetics, and the evolutionary process.

Physical Science
8th Grade

Prerequisite: None
This is a required course for all 8th grade students.  In this course, students will explore the
physical sciences, specifically basic chemistry, and physics. Students will learn topics
including but not limited to matter (types, phases, changes, and measurement), physical
versus chemical changes, elements, compounds, mixtures, chemical, and physical
properties, chemical equations, the periodic table, acids and bases, laws of motion,
forces, simple machines, net force, speed, acceleration and changes in acceleration.

General Science
9th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: None
Description: General Science is an introductory course incorporating learning
experiences related to principles and processes from biological, physical, and earth
sciences. It provides students with opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills, and
strategies necessary for success in rigorous science courses. Students will learn through
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direct instruction, group activities and discussion, scientific inquiry, and projects among
other methods

Honors General Science
9th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Passing Physical Science with a “B” or better, or teacher recommendation
This is a pre-advanced placement course which will prepare students to take AP Biology
later in their academic career. This course will be taught in the AP framework. General
Science is an introductory course incorporating learning experiences related to principles
and processes from biological, physical, and earth sciences. This course provides students
with opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills, and strategies necessary for success
in rigorous high school science courses.  Students will learn through direct instruction,
group activities and discussion, scientific inquiry, and projects, among other methods.

Biology
10th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: General Science or Honors General Science
This course offers students a chance to learn the fundamental principles of biology, to
learn safe laboratory techniques, to learn proper handling of various equipment and
chemical substances, to develop problem-solving and critical thinking skills, and to work
with abstract and conceptual topics needed to succeed at the college level. It will also
prepare the students to pass the Biology Keystone Exam. In addition, this course aims to
examine real world problems, emphasize analytical reading and writing skills, and
encourage the application of strategic math skills. Biology is a laboratory science course,
and participation in the laboratory is vital to student success in this course. Topics
covered include basic biological principles, the chemical basis for life, bioenergetics,
homeostasis and transport, cell growth and reproduction, genetics, evolution, and
ecology.

Honors Biology 10th Grade 1.0 Credit
Prerequisite: Honors General Science or  passing General Science with a “B” or better or
with teacher recommendation
This is a pre-advanced placement course which will prepare students to take AP Biology
later in their academic career. Students will cover the same topics as Biology, however
the topics will be discussed in greater detail and with more depth and understanding
according to the pre-AP framework. This course offers students a chance to learn the
fundamental principles of biology, to learn safe laboratory techniques, to learn proper
handling of various equipment and chemical substances, to develop problem-solving
and critical thinking skills, and to work with abstract and conceptual topics needed to
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succeed at the college level. It will also prepare the students to pass the Biology Keystone
Exam. In addition, this course aims to examine real world problems, emphasize analytical
reading and writing skills, and encourage the application of strategic math skills. Honors
Biology is a laboratory science course, and participation in the laboratory is vital to
student success in this course. Topics covered include basic biological principles, the
chemical basis for life, bioenergetics, homeostasis and transport, cell growth and
reproduction, genetics, evolution, and ecology. Students interested in pursuing careers in
healthcare, pharmacology, research, veterinary medicine, science teaching, lab
technology, or any related field are strongly encouraged to take this course.

Chemistry 11th Grade 1.0 Credit
Prerequisite: Biology or Honors Biology
This course offers students a chance to learn the fundamental principles of chemistry, to
learn safe laboratory techniques, to learn proper handling techniques of various
chemical substances, to develop problem-solving and critical thinking skills, and to work
with abstract and conceptual topics needed to succeed at the college level. Chemistry
is a laboratory science course, and participation in the laboratory is vital to student
success in this course. Topics covered include basic chemistry principles, chemical laws,
atomic and molecular structure, stoichiometry, acids and bases, molecular bonding,
gases, kinetics, and many others.

Honors Chemistry
11th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Honors Biology or passing Biology with a “B” or better, or by teacher
recommendation.
This is a pre-advanced placement course which will prepare students to take AP
Chemistry later in their academic career. Students will cover the same topics as
Chemistry, however the topics will be discussed in greater detail and with more depth
and understanding according to the pre-AP framework. This course offers students a
chance to learn the fundamental principles of chemistry, to learn safe laboratory
techniques, to learn proper handling techniques of various chemical substances, to
develop problem-solving and critical thinking skills, and to work with abstract and
conceptual topics needed to succeed at the college level. Honors Chemistry is a
laboratory science course, and participation in the laboratory is vital to student success in
this course. Topics covered include basic chemistry principles, chemical laws, atomic and
molecular structure, stoichiometry, acids and bases, molecular bonding, gases, kinetics,
and many others. Students interested in pursuing careers in healthcare, engineering,
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pharmacology, research, veterinary medicine, science teaching, lab technology, or any
related field are strongly encouraged to take this course.

Elective Classes

AP Biology
12th Grade 1.0 Credits

Prerequisite: Honors Biology with a grade of B or better and Honors Chemistry with a
grade of B or better, or teacher recommendation, along with a student having a
Proficient or Advanced test result on the Biology Keystone examination. Open to students
in 12th grade.
This course is designed to be equivalent to a two-semester college introductory biology
course. Biology is a discipline of science that studies living organisms, along with their
origins, how they survive, reproduce, change over time, and interact with each other and
with their environment. This course will teach evolution, cellular processes, energy and
communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions.  The AP Biology
curriculum aims to not only prioritize critical thinking skills' development  by examining real
world problems, but also emphasize analytical reading and writing skills, apply strategic
math skills and give attention to modeling real-life examples. The curriculum is similar to
Biology, with topics examined in more depth and with advanced resource material in
addition to the adopted text. AP Biology laboratory experiments require more
sophisticated and structured application than in the Biology curriculum, and students are
expected to design and carry out experiments using appropriate methods and resources.
25 percent of the course will be instructional time spent in hands-on laboratory work, with
an emphasis on inquiry-based investigations that provide students with opportunities to
apply the science practices. Students are expected to spend two hours of work for each
class hour  in the class time. Also, students will be expected to complete a 10-hour
summer assignment, due on the first day of school.  Students are encouraged to take the
AP Biology Exam offered by the College Board in the spring.

AP Chemistry
12th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Students who have completed Honors Algebra I, Honors Biology and Honors
Chemistry with a B or better or teacher recommendation, along with a student having a
Proficient or Advanced test result on the Biology Keystone examination.  Open to
students in grade 12
AP Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course, usually
taken during the first year of college. For most students, the course enables them to
undertake, as a freshman, second-year work in the chemistry sequence at their institution
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or to register in courses in other fields where general chemistry is a prerequisite. This course
is structured around the six big ideas articulated in the AP Chemistry curriculum
framework provided by the College Board. Students cultivate their understanding of
chemistry through inquiry-based lab investigations as they explore the four Big Ideas:
scale, proportion, and quantity; structure and properties of substances; transformations;
and energy.

AP Environmental Science
12th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Honors Biology with a grade of B or better and Honors Chemistry with a
grade of B or better, or teacher recommendation, along with a student having a
Proficient or Advanced test result on the Biology Keystone examination. Open to students
in 12th grade.
This course is designed to be equivalent to a one-semester college introductory biology
course. The goal of the AP Environmental Science Course is to provide students with the
scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the
interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems
both natural and human-made and explore solutions for resolving and/or preventing
them. Major units include ecosystems, biodiversity, earth systems and resources, land and
water use, energy resources and consumption, atmospheric pollution, aquatic and
terrestrial pollution, and global change. The AP Environmental Science curriculum aims to
not only prioritize critical thinking skills' development  by examining real world problems,
but also emphasize analytical reading and writing skills, apply strategic math skills and
give attention to modeling real-life examples. AP Environmental Science laboratory
experiments require more sophisticated and structured application than in the
Environmental Science curriculum, and students are expected to design and carry out
experiments using appropriate methods and resources.  25 percent of the course will be
instructional time spent in hands-on laboratory work, with an emphasis on inquiry-based
investigations that provide students with opportunities to apply the science practices.
Students are expected to spend two hours of work for each class hour outside the class
time. Students are encouraged to take the AP Biology test offered by the College Board
in the spring.

Bioethics (DE)
Grades 11-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: General Science or Honors,  Biology or Honors.
Bioethics is a rigorous course that allows students to examine a variety of general
biological, medical and environmental concerns facing society today. Students are
introduced to the fundamentals of ethics and ethical arguments.  By using facts and
relevant research data, students gain an understanding of past and current bioethical
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issues while developing the ability to make logical and conscientious decisions
concerning those issues.

Bioforensics
Grades 10-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: General Science or Honors. Corequisite: Biology or Honors.
This course surveys key topics in forensic science, including the application of the
scientific process to forensic analysis, procedures and principles of crime scene
investigation, physical and trace evidence, and the law and courtroom procedures from
the perspective of the forensic scientist. Through direct and online lessons, virtual and
hands-on labs, and analysis of fictional crime scenarios, students learn about forensic
tools, technical resources, forming and testing hypotheses, proper data collection, and
responsible conclusions.  Bioforensic science encompasses many science disciplines as
they are used to support the legal system. Success in this class requires a solid
understanding of basic biological concepts. Those who are taking, or have taken or
passed Biology, and received a grade of C or better, will find it easier to be successful in
the course. Students that haven’t passed Biology should be taking Biology when they
take Bioforensics.

Botany
Grades 10-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: General Science or Honors. Corequisite: Biology or Honors.
This course uses text, field investigation and laboratory experiments to study the plant
kingdom. Topics covered in the course include the classification, structure and function
of plant tissue and organs along with the importance of plants in terms of agriculture and
medicine in human life. Each student will compile a project and perform independent
research that involves plant species. Students that haven’t taken or passed Biology
should be taking Biology when they take Botany.

Earth Science
Grade 10-12                                    1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
Earth Science is an introductory course that provides students with opportunities to
develop the knowledge, skills, and strategies necessary for understanding the
fundamentals of earth processes. This course will explore the four main branches of Earth
Science, which includes the following: geology, oceanography, meteorology, and
astronomy.  Students will learn through direct instruction, group activities and discussion,
scientific inquiry, and projects, among other methods.
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Ecology
Grades 10-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: General Science or Honors.
This is an applied biology class that investigates the interactions of living organisms with
each other and their environment.  We will look at interactions at the population,
community and ecosystem levels.  The course involves a variety of classwork activities as
well as some laboratory sessions.

Environmental Science
Grades 10-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: General Science or Honors.
In this course, students will build on the basic concepts of environmental science. Topics
include, but are not limited to, environmental science background, environmental
health, resource management, pollution, human impacts, and sustainability.

Human Biology
Grades 11-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: Biology or Honors.
Human Biology provides an introduction to the structure and function of the human body
using an organ systems approach. This is an introductory level course in the anatomy and
physiology of the human body. Each semester focuses on different systems of the human
body, and therefore more than 1 semester is available.  It is designed for anyone
interested in understanding the structure and function of the human body, as well as the
terminology used to describe and define it.  It will assist the student in understanding how
their own body functions and in understanding diagnoses and decisions made available
to them by their family physicians. It is an excellent course for any student interested in
medicine or general health care as a career.

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES
Core Classes

Ancient World History
6th Grade

Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to provide our students with an overview of the history of the world
beginning with the earliest civilizations, leading all the way to 500 CE (AD).  Students will
study multiple civilizations through the lens of geography, primary sources, secondary
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sources and timelines.  Students will also continue to develop writing skills through
research and writing essays. This course is aligned with PDE-SAS standards.

Middle Ages/World Geography
7th Grade

Prerequisite: None
The first quarter of this course is a study of the Middle Ages, 500 CE-1500 CE (AD).  For
quarters 2-4, students will study World Geography. Students will study multiple civilizations
and World Geography through the lens of maps, primary sources, secondary sources,
timelines and other resources.  Students will also continue to develop writing skills through
research and writing essays. This course is aligned with PDE-SAS standards.

U.S. History I
8th Grade

Prerequisite: None
United States History I explores the life of the Native Americans, the founding of the United
States up through 1860.  Students will develop historical and geographic skills using
primary sources, secondary sources,  timelines, and graphic organizers.  Students will also
continue to develop writing skills through research and writing essays about the
beginnings of United States History.  This course is aligned with PDE-SAS standards.

U.S. History II
9th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to provide each student with the background, skills, and
experiences necessary to become an active and knowledgeable American citizen
through understanding the evolution of American democracy. Students will study
significant events and individuals involved in the period of time following the Civil War,
ranging from the period of Reconstruction to the present day. The emphasis in this course
is placed on the interrelationships of events, culture, individuals, class, national and
international economics, and conflict.

Modern World History
10th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: None
This course is designed to provide each student with the knowledge, skills, and
experiences necessary for them to become an active and responsible citizen of the world
through understanding of each culture’s place in the development of civilization.
Students will study major contributions to world history. Emphasis is placed on the

19



relationships among individuals, religions, political structures, conflict and cooperation
among peoples of the world.

Civics & Government
11th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: None
This year-long class will give the students the tools and the knowledge they need to
understand how federal, state, and local governments function and govern how our lives
operate. Students will learn how the operation of government has affected the past,
present, and future development of American society, along with how to be effective
and responsible citizens within that society

Modern U.S. History
12th Grade 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: None
(1950-Present) This year-long class will examine how certain events in United States History
shaped how America developed today. We will take a look at certain points from 1950
onward, including the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement, The War On Terror, and other
major events, and examine how these events still affect us today.

Elective Courses

AP Psychology
Grades 11-12 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Open to 11th and 12th grade students who have demonstrated academic
achievement in social studies classes.
AP Psychology is an introductory college-level psychology course. Students cultivate their
understanding of the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental
processes through inquiry-based investigations as they explore concepts like the
biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition,
motivation, developmental psychology, testing and individual differences, treatment of
abnormal behavior, and social psychology.

AP Government and Politics
Grades 11-12 1.0 Credit

Prerequisite: Open to 11th and 12th grade students who have demonstrated academic
achievement in social studies classes.
AP U.S. Government and Politics is an introductory college-level course in civics and U.S.
government and politics. Students cultivate their understanding of U.S. government and
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politics through analysis of data and text-based sources as they explore topics like
constitutionalism, liberty, and order, civic participation in a representative democracy,
competing policy-making interests, and methods of political analysis.

Cultural Geography
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
This semester-long course is designed to teach students about the world and how it
affects the people who live in it. As students enter a world that enables them to interact
with individuals all around them, they need to have a greater understanding of the
different cultures and ideas that they will encounter. This course will focus mainly on
cultural geography and the relationship between humans and the environment,
including climate change.

Economics
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
This class will have students examine basic characteristics of economics and apply them
to their daily lives. Students will discover through engaging lessons that economics is not
just the study of money, but rather the study of the choices that people make to satisfy
needs and wants.

Film Studies
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
In this semester-long course, students will learn how movies are made, giving them new
perspectives on how their favorite films are designed. Students will learn about specific
film-making techniques, directors, and genres. They will also learn how to write their own
screenplays and analyze movies for a greater understanding.

Latin American History
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
The purpose of this course is the study of the chronological development of Latin
American countries by examining the history and culture of the region. Students will learn
about the geography and history of Latin America throughout a variety of topics,
including but not limited to: Landmarks, Natural resources, Theories of arrival,
Pre-Columbian civilizations, Spanish conquest and heritage in Latin America, the Haitian
revolution, Dictatorships, Communism, Socialism, and current events.
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Philosophy
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
This course is designed as an introduction to philosophical reflection and an examination
of some of the greatest questions of human existence. Throughout this course, students
will consider: epistemological questions concerning the possibility and nature of
knowledge and truth; metaphysical questions concerning the nature of reality,
consciousness, freedom, determinism, personal identity, religion; ethical questions,
morality, and the definition of a “good life.” This course is largely discussion-based and will
place an emphasis on the careful reading of primary and secondary sources, critical
thinking, and the verbal and written expression of ideas through essays, journals, case
studies, debates, research, and Socratic circle discussions. This course is not designed to
influence the views of students, but rather to generally discuss these topics from a
conceptual perspective.

Popular Culture
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
In recent decades, popular culture has become increasingly central to social life in
America.  In fact, popular culture plays a vital role in shaping not only how we think
about ourselves and each other, but also about the larger world around us. Throughout
this semester-long course, students will learn how to analyze popular culture from a
sociological perspective.

Psychology
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
This semester-long class will provide students with background knowledge that will enable
students to understand the behavior of not only themselves, but potentially those around
them. Students will learn about their brains and how they develop from birth through
adolescence. They will also discover different careers in psychology and how their body
responds to different stressors.

Sociology
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
This course is centered on the behavior of people in groups and in society. Topics
covered throughout the course include socialization, the formation of institutions, social
interaction, norms and mores, social change, collective behavior, competition in society.
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culture, the social construction of knowledge, inequality, race and ethnic relations,
poverty, and political sociology.

Street Law
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
Street Law will serve as an introduction into laws and the US legal system. This
semester-long course will touch on many broad subjects with the legal system including,
but not limited to: constitutional law, criminal law and civil law. In order to examine these
specific systems, students will be expected to write papers, present information, and
participate in mock trials with their peers.

War & Conflict in History
Grades 9-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
Wars and conflicts have plagued our world since the dawn of humanity. This course is
designed for students to evaluate the significance of these conflicts on human history.
Students will identify the key historical, religious, ethnic, philosophical, technological, and
environmental conditions that have led to conflicts between groups of people. Emphasis
will be placed on the development of peaceful resolutions to past, present-day, and
future conflicts. Students will develop research and critical thinking skills through analysis
of relevant primary and secondary sources, independent and group projects, current
events, film, and literature. The goal of this course is to provide students with a greater
grasp on history, the nature of war, and peaceful resolutions to interpersonal conflicts.

Foundations of Education (DE)
Grades 11-12 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: Open to 11th and 12th grade students who have demonstrated academic
achievement and have consistently met high behavioral expectations.
This course is designed to provide students with the background, knowledge, skills, and
necessary foundations to pursue a career in education. Throughout the course we will
examine the nature of education as a profession. We will delve into theories of
education, child developmental psychology, content areas, lesson planning, the stages
of a lesson, classroom management, special education, English as a second language,
and the public school system. As part of this course students will complete a field
experience in which  they will have the opportunity to observe secondary and
elementary classrooms.
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Community Service
6-12 .5 credit

Prerequisite: None
Community Service can be an incredible, life-changing educational experience for
middle and high school students. Students will be required to obtain 100 hours, with 25 of
those hours coming in their senior year, of community service. Students will have
checkpoints throughout their middle school and high school career to ensure they are on
track and will be provided opportunities and guidance on how to achieve meaningful
service hours.

UNIFIED ARTS COURSES
Core Classes

Intro to Choir
MS

Prerequisite: None
Choir is a performance-based class where students can explore the art of singing!
Students will sing a variety of music, develop vocal techniques for singing, and learn
various musical concepts including music history, theory, and appropriate performance
etiquette.  Anyone can be in the choir as long as they are willing to give singing a try! Our
goal as a group is to develop into better singers, to make music, and to have fun doing it!
By the end of the year, students will be able to exhibit the standards of an “Intermediate”
student as stated in the 2014 National Music Standards for Ensembles.

6th Grade Spanish
6th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Spanish 1-A (6th grade Spanish) is designed as an introductory course for beginners
learners of the Spanish language. We will establish a strong foundation  promoting future
success in Spanish learning for years of study to come.  We will strongly develop the four
essential skills of learning Spanish: understanding, speaking, reading, and writing. This
course features some interesting activities, both in listening and in reading and writing.
Cultural activities, special holidays and events will be covered as well. More rigorous
reading and writing activities will be implemented at each grade level in order to satisfy
the needs of our Heritage student population. Topics include basic greetings,
introductions, likes, dislikes, numbers, classroom commands, the calendar,
Spanish-speaking Countries, subject pronouns, definite and indefinite articles, school
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supplies and subjects, conjugation of verbs “Ser” and “Estar”, and physical and
personality traits.

7th Grade Spanish
7th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Spanish 1-B (7th grade Spanish) is designed as a continuation of the  introductory course
for beginners learners of the Spanish language. We will establish a strong foundation
promoting future success in Spanish learning for years of study to come.  We will strongly
develop the four essential skills of learning Spanish: understanding, speaking, reading,
and writing.   This course features some interesting activities, both in listening and in
reading and writing.  Cultural activities, special holidays and events will be covered as
well.
*More rigorous reading and writing activities will be implemented at each grade level in
order to satisfy the needs of our Heritage student population. Topics include conjugation
of -AR, -ER, -IR verbs in the present tense, basic sentence structure, family members and
physical traits, exploring  South America, using the verbs “TENER” and  “SER”, expression
with “TENER,” telling time, likes and dislikes, sports and hobbies, direct and indirect object
pronouns, question formation, and conjugation of the verbs “ESTAR” and “HABER.”

8th Grade Spanish
8th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Spanish 2-A (8th grade Spanish) is designed for learners of the Spanish language who are
somewhat familiar with the language. We will establish a strong foundation  promoting
future success in Spanish learning for years of study to come.  We will strongly develop
the four essential skills of learning Spanish: understanding, speaking, reading, and writing.
This course features some interesting activities, both in listening and in reading and
writing.  Cultural activities, special holidays and events will be covered as well.
*More rigorous reading and writing activities will be implemented at each grade level in
order to satisfy the needs of our Heritage student population. Topics include gender and
Nouns, exceptions to the rules, prepositions and coordinating conjunctions, negative and
affirmative words and vocabulary related to traveling, the verb “Tener with body parts,
conjugation of the verbs “VENIR”, “SER'' and “ESTAR” (present tense) with vocabulary
related to a City, present tense of stem-changing verbs: “PODER and “DORMIR”,
affirmative TU commands, the present progresive, part of a house and chores, present
tense of Stem-changing verbs: PENSAR, QUERER, PREFERIR”, demonstrative adjectives,
preterite of regular -AR, -ER, -IR Verbs, and direct object pronouns for buying and selling.
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Physical Education
Grades 6-12 .5 Credit for HS

Prerequisite: None
This physical education course is designed to teach the proper skills, concepts and
attitudes necessary to engage in proper physical fitness activities, sports, and healthy
lifestyles.  As a student of this class you are expected to participate in all activities as well
as understand, identify, and describe the rules related to the physical activities.  The class
purpose is to follow the PA State Physical Education standards, and pre-college
preparation for fitness-based courses and others that are required in higher education.
The ultimate goal is for student engagement and for the students to learn lifelong fitness
activities that can successfully help them lead an active and healthy lifestyle.

Health
11th Grade .5 Credit for HS

Prerequisite: None
The health education course will provide all students with the skills and knowledge to
promote responsible lifetime decision-making and contribute to a healthy and safe
society. Healthy choices and decision-making skills are stressed. The program teaches
students the skills necessary to weigh options, to make responsible decisions, and to
develop behaviors/goals that promote healthful living. RCCS recognizes that student
wellness and proper nutrition are related to student's physical well-being, growth,
development, and readiness to learn.

Keyboarding
6th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Proper keyboarding is an essential tool for both school and career success!  This course
will give students of all levels the opportunity to learn proper touch typing techniques.
Students will learn correct finger placement on a QWERTY computer keyboard.  Students
will focus first on the alphabet, symbols, and then numbers.  Students will work at their
own pace, as accuracy will be emphasized before speed.  Students will also be
introduced to typing and formatting in Google Docs.

Google Basics
Grades 7 & 8

Prerequisite: None
This course will introduce students to Google Suite and give them the basic formatting
skills to be successful in the classroom and real-world.  Students will use chromebooks to
utilize the most common Google Apps:  Gmail, Chrome, Calendar, Drive, Docs, Slides,
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Forms, and Sheets.  Students will complete project based assignments and
student-centered activities that allow and enhance collaboration and communication.

Middle School Art
Grades 6-8

Prerequisite: None
Throughout middle school, students will be introduced to concepts, techniques and tools
in advancing degrees with each grade. These formative experiences with such media
will aid their decision of choosing courses to take once they reach high school. Each
grade will explore clay, digital media, 2D/ 3D projects while infusing the Studio Habits of
Mind into their process. Students will keep a Google Site Portfolio to submit and store their
work. Each quarter, one of their projects will require students to connect their work to a
respected artist in a reflection on their site. The projects will explore media, contemporary
and historical artists, as well as discussion and critiques.

Elective Courses

Choir 1
HS

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: None
Choir is a performance-based class where students can explore the art of singing!
Students will sing a variety of music, develop vocal techniques for singing, and learn
various musical concepts including music history, theory, and appropriate performance
etiquette.  This is a class that includes public performances.  Participation in these
performances is REQUIRED. Anyone can be in the choir as long as they are willing to give
singing a try! Our goal as a group is to develop into better singers, to make music, and to
have fun doing it! No Auditions Required. By the end of the year, students will be able to
exhibit the standards of an “Intermediate” student as stated in the 2014 National Music
Standards for Ensembles.

Choir 2
HS

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: Choir 1
Choir is a performance-based class where students can explore the art of singing!
Students will sing a variety of music, further develop vocal techniques for singing, and
strengthen understanding in various musical concepts including music history, theory, and
appropriate performance etiquette.  This is a class that includes public performances.
Participation in these performances is REQUIRED. Anyone can be in choir as long as they
are willing to give singing a try! Our goal as a group is to develop into better singers, to
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make music, and to have fun doing it! NO Auditions Required. By the end of the year,
students will be able to exhibit the standards of a “Proficient” student as stated in the
2014 National Music Standards for Ensembles.

Choir 3
HS

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: Choir 2
Choir is a performance-based class where students can explore the art of singing!
Students will sing a variety of music, further develop vocal techniques for singing, and
strengthen understanding in various musical concepts including music history, theory, and
appropriate performance etiquette.  This is a class that includes public performances.
Participation in these performances is REQUIRED. Anyone can be in choir as long as they
are willing to give singing a try! Our goal as a group is to develop into better singers, to
make music, and to have fun doing it! NO Auditions Required. By the end of the year,
students will be able to exhibit the standards of an “Accomplished” student as stated in
the 2014 National Music Standards for Ensembles.

Choir 4
Prerequisite: Choir 3 HS

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Choir is a performance-based class where students can explore the art of singing!
Students will sing a variety of music, further develop vocal techniques for singing, and
strengthen understanding in various musical concepts including music history, theory, and
appropriate performance etiquette. In Choir 4 students will also begin to take leadership
positions in the classroom.  This is a class that includes public performances.  Participation
in these performances is REQUIRED. Anyone can be in choir as long as they are willing to
give singing a try! Our goal as a group is to develop into better singers, to make music,
and to have fun doing it! NO Auditions Required. By the end of the year, students will be
able to exhibit the standards of an “Advanced” student as stated in the 2014 National
Music Standards for Ensembles.

Spanish 2
10th Grade 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: Spanish 1
Spanish 3-A is designed for learners of the Spanish language who are familiar with the
language. We will establish a strong foundation  promoting future success in Spanish
learning for years of study to come.  We will strongly develop the four essential skills of
learning Spanish: understanding, speaking, reading, and writing.   This course features
some interesting activities, both in listening as well as in reading and writing.  Cultural
activities, special holidays and events will be covered as well. Topics include conjugation
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of irregular verbs using the preterite with outdoor activities, the imperfect tense, the verb
ESTAR and participle with Art, the preterite vs the imperfect with talking about the past,
iIndirect object pronouns with childhood toys, and -SER vs. ESTAR.

Spanish 3 11th Grade
1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: Spanish 2
Spanish 3-B is designed for learners of the Spanish language who have a strong
understanding of the language. We will establish a strong foundation  promoting future
success in Spanish learning for years of study to come.  We will strongly develop the four
essential skills of learning Spanish: understanding, speaking, reading, and writing.   This
course features some interesting activities, both in listening as well as in reading and
writing.  Cultural activities, special holidays and events will be covered as well. Topics
include affirmative and negative commands: TU, USTED and USTEDES with nutrition,
subjunctive regular verbs with exercise and staying in shape, subjunctive irregular verbs
with feelings and emotions, subjunctive stem-changing verbs with vacation planning,
subjunctive using emotions with personality traits, expressing intention, affirmative and
negative commands with NOSOTROS, and current events.

Spanish 4 12th Grade
1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: Spanish 3
Spanish 4 is designed for learners of the Spanish language who have a strong
understanding of the language.  We will strongly develop the four essential skills of
learning Spanish: understanding, speaking, reading, and writing.   This course features
some interesting activities, both in listening as well as in reading and writing.  Cultural
activities, special holidays and events will be covered as well. Topics include possessive
pronouns, using adverbs, present perfect and past perfect tenses with jobs, present
perfect subjunctive, demonstrative adjectives and pronouns with volunteer activities,
poetry writing, the future tense with professions, future perfect, direct and indirect object
pronouns with technology.

12th Grade Spanish Lit
12th Grade

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: None
12th Grade Spanish Literature class is an introductory literature class, designed for those
students who are Heritage speakers and who have a strong understanding of the
language. Topics include Las jarchas, La epopeya, Mester de Clerecía y Juglaría, La
tragicomedia, La novela picaresca, and Y otros.
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Intro to Computer Science Grades 9 1.0 credit
Prerequisite: None
This is an introductory course that takes a broad look at the basics of computer science.
It covers topics such as problem solving, programming, physical computing, and
user-centered design.  It involves computer and non-computer activities to teach
students computational thinking, problem solving, programming concepts and digital
citizenship.  It is designed to empower students to engage with computer science as a
medium for creativity, communication, problem solving, and fun!  (code.org)

Computer and Career
Grades 10 & 11 1.0 credit

Prerequisite: None
The goal of this course is to give students the understanding of both self and career
awareness.  To achieve this goal, students will complete self-assessments and will conduct
an abundance of career exploration and research.  Students will apply this knowledge to
create personal goals for college and career readiness.

Senior Project 12th Grade .5 Credit
Prerequisite: None
This course focuses on completion of all components of the Senior Project.  These
components include a college entrance essay, a resume and cover letter, and an
annotated bibliography that is designed to research a particular career of interest.  In
addition, students will engage in lessons designed to prepare them for a professional job
interview and will also participate in a mock one.

Digital Art
Grades 9-12

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: None
Students with an interest in digital art will have the opportunity to explore and create
artwork using apps such as Procreate, Pixler, Google Sites, iMovie, and more. The iPads will
serve as a starting point for most projects as students learn basic and advanced features
of Procreate to animate, illustrate and design digital artwork. Graphic design and
illustration basics will be implemented and taught throughout each project. Basic digital
storage/organization routines and best practices will be followed. All art courses require a
Google Site Portfolio to submit work.

Ceramics
Grades 9-12

1.0 credit
(A&H)
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Prerequisite: None
This ceramics course is meant to be an introduction to the basics of clay, hand building,
the firing process, and the general components of working with clay. This course can be
taken again as a level one and level two, where students will apply and refine their skills
as they become more involved with ceramics. All art courses require a Google Site
Portfolio to submit their work.

2D/3D Art
Grades 9-12

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: Studio Thinking
Students will explore a wide variety of tools, techniques, and mediums to make 2D and 3D
art. These projects will have an emphasis on formal qualities of art, class discussions and
critiques.  All art courses require a Google Site Portfolio to submit work. Studio Thinking is a
prerequisite.

Studio Thinking
Grades 9-12

1.0 credit
(A&H)

Prerequisite: None
The aim of this course is for students to see the value and necessity of utilizing their own
creativity to cultivate meaning and ideas. This course is based on the Studio Habits of
Mind from the textbook Studio Thinking Second Edition. The habits consist of Envision,
Understanding Art Worlds, Engage & Persist, Observe, Express, Stretch & Explore, Develop
Craft and Reflect. Students have a variety of projects that explore a wide range of
mediums and artistic conventions. This exploratory course allows for students to become
more comfortable experimenting with media and speaking about each other's art. Each
habit is associated with either making art or researching and writing about it.  All art
courses require a Google Site Portfolio to submit their work.
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