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Graduation Requirements Policy 

 
Purpose 
 
The Board of Trustees (“Board”) of Roberto Clemente Charter School (“Charter School”) 
wishes to acknowledge each student’s successful completion of Charter School-
approved instructional program by an award of a diploma or certificate at graduation 
ceremonies. 
 
Delegation of Responsibility 
 
The Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) shall develop procedures for implementing this 
policy which includes the careful recording of each student’s progress and 
accumulation of graduation requirements; counseling of students to know what is 
expected of them for completion of their schooling; issuance of periodic warnings to 
students in danger of not fulfilling graduation requirements; preparation and 
submission to the Board for its approval of a list of all candidates for the award of a 
diploma or certificate; preparation of suitable diplomas and certificates; and the 
planning and  execution of graduation ceremonies which fittingly mark this important 
achievement. 
 
High school graduation requirements and revisions to them shall be approved by the 
Charter School’s Board. The CEO shall develop procedures for publishing and 
distributing a copy of the requirements to students, parents, and guardians and made 
available on the Charter School’s publicly accessible website immediately following 
approval by the Board. 
  
Guidelines 
 
The Board shall award a high school diploma to every student who meets the 
requirements for graduation. Such requirements shall include the successful completion 
of courses of study for a four (4) year high school approved by the Board and which 
meet the standards set by Commonwealth laws and regulations. 
 
A student who has completed the requirements for graduation may not be denied a 
diploma for disciplinary purposes but may be denied participation in graduation 
ceremonies upon the decision of the CEO. 
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High School Graduation Requirements (The Board and CEO reserve the right to 
update requirements as required by new legislation).  
 
Pursuant to 22 Pa. Code §4.24, the Charter School shall adopt and implement 
requirements for high school graduation that, at minimum, include: 

 
(i) Course completion and grades including the attainment of 24 academic credits 
per the Charter School graduation requirements (see course catalog). 
 
(ii) Demonstration of proficiency as determined by the Charter, in each of the 
state academic standards not assessed by a state assessment under § 4.51, §4.51a 
or §4.51b (relating to state assessment system; Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment; and Keystone Exams). 
 
(iii) Demonstration of proficiency or above in each of the following state 
academic standards: English Language Arts and Mathematics; through June 30, 
2025, Science and Technology and Environment and Ecology, and, beginning 
July 1, 2025, Science, Environment and Ecology, as determined through any one 
or a combination of the following: 

 
(A) Completion of secondary level coursework in English Language Arts 

(Literature), Algebra I and Biology in which a student demonstrates 
proficiency on the associated Keystone Exam or through a pathway 
established in section 121(c) or (c.1) of the School Code (24 P.S. §§ 1-121(c) or 
(c.1)). 
(I) A student shall be allowed to take a Keystone Exam prior to taking the 
course associated with the exam's content provided that the student 
achieved a score of advanced on the most recent associated PSSA assessment 
administered to the student. 
(II) A student who transfers from another state shall be allowed to take a 
Keystone Exam prior to taking the course associated with the exam's content, 
provided that the student achieved a score comparable to the PSSA's 
advanced performance level on a comparable assessment administered by 
another state. 
(III) A student who scores at the advanced level on a particular Keystone 
Exam prior to taking the course shall be granted course credit for the course 
without having to complete the course. 
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(B) Locally approved and administered assessments, which shall be 

independently and objectively validated once every 6 years. Local 
assessments may be designed to include a variety of assessment strategies 
listed in  

(C) § 4.52(c) and may include the use of one or more Keystone Exams. Except for 
replacement of individual test items that have a similar level of difficulty, a 
new validation is required for any material changes to the assessment. 
Validated local assessments must meet standards set forth in 22 Pa Code 
§4.24. 

 
The Charter School shall require the following local requirements that include: 
 

(i) Completion of a culminating project in one or more areas of concentrated study 
under the guidance and direction of the high school faculty. The purpose of the 
project, which may include research, writing, completion of a college application or 
some other appropriate form of demonstration, is to assure that the student is able to 
apply, analyze, synthesize and evaluate information and communicate significant 
knowledge and understanding. Projects must be completed by individual students. 

 
(ii) 90% attendance rate for the full senior year 

 
(iii) Completion of 25 hours of community service 

 
(iv) Payment of all outstanding debts. 

 
Demonstration of academic proficiency 
 
Students can meet the statewide graduation requirement set by the Pennsylvania   
Department of Education and Act 158 by any of the following options: 

 
(A) Keystone Proficiency Pathway - Scoring proficient or advanced on each 

Keystone Exam – Algebra I, Literature, and Biology. 
 

(B) Keystone Composite Pathway - Earning a satisfactory composite score on the 
Algebra I, Literature, and Biology Keystone Exams. The sum of Algebra 1, 
Literature, and Biology Keystone Exam Scores must equal 4452 or greater. (while 
achieving at least a proficient score on at least one of the three exams and no less 
than a basic score on the remaining two). 

 
(C) Alternate Assessment Pathway - Earning a passing grade on the courses 

associated with each Keystone Exam, and satisfactorily complete one of the 
following:  

https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/pennsylvania/22-Pa-Code-SS-4-52
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a) Attainment of an established score on an approved alternate assessment 

(SAT, PSAT, ACT, ASVAB); 
b) Successful completion of a concurrent enrollment course in an academic 

content area associated with each Keystone Exam in which the learner 
did not achieve at least a proficient score; 

c) Acceptance in an accredited 4-year nonprofit institution of higher 
education and evidence of the ability to enroll in college-level 
coursework. 

 
(D)Evidence Based Pathway - Successful completion of locally established grade-

based requirements for academic content areas associated with each Keystone 
Exam on which the learner did not achieve proficiency and demonstration of 
three pieces of evidence consistent with the learner’s goals and career plans, 
including: 
 

a) One of the following: 
1. Attainment of an established score on the ACT 

WorkKeys assessment, a SAT subject test, an Advanced 
Placement Program Exam, or an International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program Exam; 

2. Acceptance to an accredited nonprofit institution of 
higher education other than a 4-year institution and 
evidence of the ability to enroll in college-level 
coursework; 

3. Attainment of an industry-recognized credential; or 
4. Successful completion of a concurrent enrollment or 

postsecondary course; and. 
b) Two additional pieces of evidence, including one or more of the 

options listed above, or: satisfactory completion of a service learning 
project; attainment of a score of proficient or advanced on a Keystone 
Exam; a letter guaranteeing full-time employment; a certificate of 
successful completion of an internship or cooperative education 
program; or satisfactory compliance with the NCAA’s core courses for 
college-bound learner athletes with a minimum grade point average 
(GPA) of 2.0.   
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Special Education Students 
 
Children with disabilities who satisfactorily complete a special education program 
developed by an Individualized Education Program team under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act and this part shall be granted and issued a regular high 
school diploma by the Charter School.  
 
TO THE EXTENT THAT ANYTHING IN THIS POLICY COULD BE CONSTRUED 
TO CONFLICT WITH THE SCHOOL’S CHARTER OR APPLICABLE STATE 
AND/OR FEDERAL LAWS, THE APPLICABLE STATE AND/OR FEDERAL LAWS 
AND/OR CHARTER CONTROL. 
 
 
ADOPTED this day ___15th______ of __October_____, 2024 
 
DR. LYNN COLUMBA    
President 
 
ALEX ROLÓN     
Secretary 
 

 


